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What	is	language?	 
Language,	according	to	Merriam	Webster	dictionary,	is	a	
systematic	means	of	communicating	ideas	or	feelings	by	the	
use	of	conventional	signs,	sounds,	gestures	or	marks	having	
understood	meanings.	I	would	add	that	there	are	are	
multiple	forms	of	communication	using	language.	 

What	is	literacy?	 
Literacy	is	the	ability	to	effectively	read	and	write.	 

What	are	some	things	you	wouldn’t	be	able	to	do	if	you	
couldn’t	read	and	write?	 
 

 

Modified Reading & Writing 
Workshop Model 

 
References:	
1.	https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/language	2.	
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/definition/literacy	 
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Strategies	for	Reading	–	
Metacognition	

 

1. Thoughts: I think that... 
 
2. Feelings: I feel that...  
 
3. Response: I wish...  
 
4. Learning: I learned...  
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Responding	to	Reading 

What	is	it?	Responding	to	reading	is	the	act	of	thinking	about	
what	you	have	read	and	demonstrating	your	understanding	
of	the	reading	by	1)	identifying	what	you	have	understood	
(comprehension),	2)	finding	things	the	reading	has	in	
common	with	your	prior	knowledge	(connecting),	using	the	
knowledge	you	gained	to	do	something	(applying),	breaking	
down	the	text	into	its	parts	for	deeper	understanding	
(analyzing),	putting	the	pieces	of	a	text	together	and	forming	
new	ideas	(synthesizing),	judging	the	work	(evaluating)	or	
creating	something	new.	 

Reflecting	on	a	text	is	how	learning	occurs.	It	enables	you	to	
transfer	your	new	knowledge	to	other	areas	of	learning,	such	as	
writing,	as	you	are	able	to	analyze	and	identify	the	text	
structures	as	well	as	the	features	within	it.	You	can	then	use	the	
text	as	an	example	for	structuring	your	own	writing. 

When	should	you	respond	to	a	text?	Ideally	you	are	
expected	to	respond	to	you	reading	whenever	you	finish	a	
text.	However,	some	people	may	find	it	helpful	to	respond	
more	often,	which	is	totally	acceptable.	In	addition,	
responding	to	reading	in	multiple	forms	is	also	acceptable	if	
a	traditional	response	is	not	suitable.	This	would	include	
audio,	video,	sketch	noting	as	well	as	writing	or	typing	in	
paragraph	form.		
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Completing a Response to Reading 
A response to reading is completed at the conclusion of each book that you 

read. The response should be posted on Fresh Grade. 
Book Title 

Name of Author 
Date 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Summary: 

In your own words, write a paragraph that highlights the most 
important parts of the text. It should contain pieces of information 
taken from different parts of the text. Here you are using the 
following thinking stems: 

1.Determine Importance (What information is most important?)  

2. Provide Evidence (You can quote different parts of the text or just 
use the text to help you put the summary in your own words)  

3.Visualize – What did you see in your mind as you read?  

4.Question – What questions did you have while reading?  

Was there missing information? 
________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection: 

A reflection (also a paragraph in length) shows that you have taken 
the time to think about the text. It is more than just reading. It is 
more than just a summary. In a reflection, you purposely take time to 
consider how the text makes sense to you. You might use one or several 
of these thinking stems: 

1.Connect – What connections can you make with characters? How are you 
alike or different? How do thoughts, beliefs, actions and traits of 
characters compare to you and your family?  

2.Infer – This is where you make judgments based on the reading. If a 
character is always grumpy, you might infer that he or she does not 
like being around people. This might not actually be stated in the 
text though.  

3.Apply – How is this text related to someone you know? Something you 
know? Another book you have read? How could what you have read be 
applied to your life? 
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Title	of	Book:	

Holes	by	Louis	Sachar 

Summary:	
*Determining	Importance,	Provide	Evidence,	Visualize,	Question 

Holes	is	a	heart-wrenching	story	of	a	boy	named	Stanley	Yelnats,	who	comes	
from	a	great,	hard-working	family	but	lands	himself	into	trouble.	He	is	
accused	of	stealing	shoes	that	were	branded	by	a	basketball	player.	Based	on	
the	accusations,	Stanley	has	to	go	to	court	to	see	a	judge.	The	judge	sentences	
Stanley	to	Camp	Green	Lake,	a	juvenile	center	in	the	middle	of	nowhere,	in	
order	to	help	Stanley,	build	character.	Stanley	meets	several	other	boys	there	
who	taunt	and	antagonize	him	until	he	demonstrates	his	potential.	On	page	
145	in	the	book,	Twitch,	one	of	the	other	boys,	was	arrested	for	stealing	a	car.	
He	also	meets	Zero	(Hector	Zeroni)	who	does	not	know	how	to	read.	Stanley	
and	Zero	become	great	friends,	helping	each	other	and	both	eventually	escape	
the	camp	on	a	journey	to	God’s	Thumb,	where	a	family	curse	is	broken.	
Stanley	is	eventually	found	innocent	of	his	crime.	Did	someone	frame	him?	
Read	Holes	to	find	out.	 

Reflection:		

*Connect,	Infer,	Apply 

I	have	never	had	the	pleasure	of	stealing	anything	like	the	boys	in	the	book	
Holes.	My	parents	would	have	killed	me	if	I	ever	thought	about	doing	such	a	
thing.	However,	I	feel	like	life	itself	has	helped	me	to	build	character,	which	
was	the	purpose	of	Camp	Green	Lake.	Based	on	the	text	though,	it	seems	like	
Camp	Green	Lake	would	be	a	good	place	for	juveniles	to	go	in	order	to	
understand	how	their	actions	might	affect	others.	In	fact,	while	there,	the	boys	
often	argued	and	fought,	which	meant	they	earned	additional	chores,	or	lost	
the	ability	to	eat	for	the	day.	I	do	know	a	few	people	that	might	benefit	from	a	
Camp	Green	Lake	experience.	Sometimes	they	don’t	like	to	listen	to	the	advice	
given	to	them	and	can	only	learn	the	hard	way.	I	really	believe	that	Louis	
Sachar	did	a	great	job	writing	this	book.	It	really	brings	out	the	themes	of	
perseverance,	fairness,	justice	and	friendship.	Stanley	and	Zero	became	best	
friends,	and	as	a	result,	“Zero”	became	a	reader.	Sometimes	friends	are	the	
closest	people	to	you.	 
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Word	of	the	Day 

Each	day	you	will	be	introduced	to	a	new	
word.	It	may	be	a	word	that	you	have	heard	
of	before	or	completely	brand	new	to	you.	We	
will	discuss	&	understand	the	following:	 

1.	The	word	
2.	It’s	part	of	speech	
3.	Definition(s)	for	the	word	
4.	Using	the	word	in	context	(sentence)	
5.	Visualizing	the	Word	
6.	Applying	understanding	of	the	word	(word	
of	the	day	response	questions)	 
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W.O.D. Response #13 
September 4, 2018 

 
1. Which of these is a participant? 

a. A member of a volleyball team 
b. A person watching a soccer game 
c. Someone who enters a coloring 

contest 
d. Someone who rides in a car 
e. A member of the cast of the school 

play 
2. Tell about a time when you were a 

participant in an activity. 
3. Tell about a time you weren’t a 

participant but watched. Which is more 
fun, watching or participating? 

W.O.D. Response #16 
September 7, 2018 

 
1. Tell about a time when you ignored 

someone or something because that 
was the right thing to do. 

2. Now tell about a time when you 
ignored someone or something and it 
was NOT the right thing to do. How 
did it make you feel? 

W.O.D. Response #15 
September 6, 2018 

 
1. Which of the following can you use to 

purchase something? 
a. A check 
b. Money 
c. Chewing gum 
d. Credit cards  
e. Trading cards 

2. Tell about a time when you purchased 
something with money you earned. 
How did it feel to purchase something 
with your own money? 

W.O.D. Response #14 
September 5, 2018 

 
1. Which of the following mean about the 

same as temporary? 
a. Momentary 
b. Forever 
c. Changing 
d. Long-lasting 
e. Passing 

2. What was a temporary problem you 
had? How long did it last? How was it 
resolved? 
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The	Writing	Process 
1.	Prewriting	or	Brainstorming:	Generate	ideas	or	
thoughts	about	a	topic,	normally	using	a	graphic	organizer.	 

2.	Drafting:	Create	content	based	on	your	topic.	Focus	on	
information	from	your	prewriting	step	and	form	your	ideas	
into	a	paragraph	structure.	 

3.	Revising	-	ARMS		

A.	Adding	
B.	Removing	
C.	Moving	 
D.	Substitution	 

4.	Editing	-	CUPS		

A.	Capitalization		
B.	Usage	
C.	Punctuation	 
D.	Spelling	 

5.	Publishing	-	This	version	of	your	writing	is	ready	for	
others	to	read.	It	represents	hard	work	and	your	progression	
through	the	Writing	Process.	 
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Tools	for	Learning 

Digital	Portfolio	&	Gradebook 

Fresh	Grade	is	an	online	platform	and	application	that	we	will	
use	all	year	to	track	your	progress	in	English-	Language	Arts.	It	
allows	for	anecdotal	records	(notes),	video,	audio,	pictures	and	
PDF	documents	to	be	uploaded.	You	will	have	access	at	school	
and	anywhere	else	you	can	jump	on	the	Internet	or	access	the	
mobile	app.	This	is	also	the	space	where	you	will	maintain	your	
reading	log	and	post	your	responses	to	reading.	Students	and	
parents	will	also	be	able	to	see	and	review	your	portfolio	as	well	
as	communicate	with	the	teacher.	 

Devices	&	Applications 

1.	iPad	Devices	
2.	Fresh	Grade	
3.	Flipgrid	
4.	ShowMe	White	Board		
5.	Kahoot/Quizizz	 
6.	NearPod	
7.	Buncee	
8.	Newsela	
9.	ClassCraft	
10.	Toontastic	3D	
11.	Minecraft	for	EDU	 
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Tools We Use 
The three tools mentioned here are used most often, however with 

technology integration, there are plenty of other digital platforms we use 

throughout the year in order to accomplish educational tasks. 

Fresh Grade is a platform designed for use in schools and provides 

parents with eyes in the classroom. Parents can interact with the teacher 

and their child is a personalized space. In addition to the communication 

benefits, students are able to track and document their learning through the 

use of multi-model representation. The platform also offers grade book 

features keeping parents knowledgeable of assessment scores and anecdotal 

records. Finally, it can be accessed at school or at home through a mobile 

application or at www.freshgrade.com.  

 

ClassCraft is an innovative platform that allows teachers to gamify 

the classroom. Students can earn experience points (XP) for performing 

tasks related to leading and learning as well as for battles (formative 

review) and completing quests (lessons with attached objectives related to 

the content area). Students can advance from one level to the next and 

achieve established goals and/or gain access to additional "powers" 

(privileges). In addition, students can earn gold pieces which allow them to 



Introduction to Language & Literacy 
Mr. Gainey 

diversify the look of their characters by purchasing things like clothing and 

pets. 

Action points (AP) are utilized for carrying out a power, such as 

teleporting, which allows a student to move their seat. Health points come 

with each character according to their roles: mage, warrior and healer. Each 

team of four has different combinations. HP or health points are lost for 

weak choices and behaviors we don't want to continue, such as not 

completing homework assignments or talking while another is talking.  

As a parent you can connect at home and award points to students for 

completing tasks linked to your expectations. This is no way impacts the 

classroom aspect of the game but does help to reinforce a school-to-home 

connection. ClassCraft is accessible through the online platform 

(http://www.classcraft.com) as well as through the mobile application. 

 
 

Remind is a tool used by me to establish and maintain quick 

communication with parents, which could include reminders about 

classroom and/or school-related activities. It might also include 

announcements of changes and emergency announcements if they are ever 

necessary.  Remind is available as an app on all mobile devices. 
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