
Title of Book: Holes by Louis Sachar 

 

Summary: 

*Determining Importance, Provide Evidence, Visualize, Question 

Holes is a heart-wrenching story of a boy named Stanley Yelnats, who comes 

from a great, hard-working family but lands himself into trouble. He is 

accused of stealing shoes that were branded by a basketball player. Based on 

the accusations, Stanley has to go to court to see a judge. The judge 

sentences Stanley to Camp Green Lake, a juvenile center in the middle of 

nowhere, in order to help Stanley build character. Stanley meets several other 

boys there who taunt and antagonize him until he demonstrates his potential. 

On page 145 in the book, Twitch, one of the other boys, was arrested for 

stealing a car. He also meets Zero (Hector Zeroni) who does not know how 

to read. Stanley and Zero become great friends, helping each other and both 

eventually escape the camp on a journey to God’s Thumb, where a family 

curse is broken. Stanley is eventually found innocent of his crime. Did 

someone frame him? Read Holes to find out. 

Reflection: 

*Connect, Infer, Apply 

I have never had the pleasure of stealing anything like the boys in the book 

Holes. My parents would have killed me if I ever thought about doing such a 

thing.  However, I feel like life itself has helped me to build character, which 

was the purpose of Camp Green Lake. Based on the text though, it seems like 

Camp Green Lake would be a good place for juveniles to go in order to 

understand how their actions might affect others. In fact, while there, the 

boys often argued and fought, which meant they earned additional chores, or 

lost the ability to eat for the day. I do know a few people that might benefit 

from a Camp Green Lake experience. Sometimes they don’t like to listen to 

the advice given to them and can only learn the hard way. I really believe that 

Louis Sachar did a great job writing this book. It really brings out the themes 

of perseverance, fairness, justice and friendship. Stanley and Zero became 

best friends, and as a result, “Zero” became a reader. Sometimes friends are 

the closest people to you. 


